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tion provides only 25 Ibs. per head of the population, a rate less than that estimated for Germany (28 Ibs.) during 1902-3, when the artificial restrictions on consumption were most powerful, and only 28 per cent, of the estimated per capita consumption of the United Kingdom in that year. A considerable advance on the present rate of consumption is therefore possible, and the material will be obtained by importation, so long as the home production fails, as it does now, to provide a sufficiency of refined sugar of good quality to meet the demand. During the four years following 1898-9 the area under cane decreased, chiefly from climatic causes, but last season showed a considerable recovery, and the yield was remarkably good/'
The passage I have quoted throws some light incidentally on the popular fallacy that the Indians are great consumers of sugar. In fact, the average consumption of sugar per head in a prosperous year does not come up to one-third of that in England. The disastrous setback to the sugar industry, which took place some years ago, was no doubt partly due to the unfair continental competition. The Cartel system subsidised sugar exported abroad from the countries in which it operated. Even now, Austria - Hungary is the principal supplier of foreign sugar to India, Legislation was undertaken by Lord Curzon's Government to impose a tax on bounty-fed foreign sugar, equivalent to the amount of bounty it had received. The object aimed at was not to shut out foreign